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ÅNonprofit that funds patient -

centered comparative clinical 

effectiveness research (CER)

ÅWidely acknowledged as a leader in 

driving U.S. clinical research to 

become more patient -centered

ÅProvides funding for CER, 

engagement in research, 

dissemination and implementation 

and research infrastructure projects
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Get To Know PCORI®

PCORI



Help people make better -informed 

healthcare decisions, and improve 

healthcare delivery and outcomes, 

by producing and promoting high -

integrity, evidence -based 

information that comes from 

research guided by patients, 

caregivers, and the broader 

healthcare community
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Our Mission

Our Mission



ÅNational -scale resource to conduct 

patient -centered CER 

ÅResearch ecosystem also well suited 

to conduct:ʋ

ÅReal-world evidence studiesʋ

ÅPragmatic clinical trialsʋ

ÅPopulation health researchʋ

ÅHealth systems researchʋ

ÅStudies on how best to engage patients 

in research
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PCORnet®



Multiple Funding Opportunities 

CER Awards 
ÅFund studies comparing two or more 

treatments, services or health practices

Dissemination and Implementation 
Awards
ÅFund projects to deliver the evidence to 

those who can use it

Engagement Awards
ÅFund projects to bring more patients, 

caregivers, clinicians and communities 
into the health research process
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Types of PCORI -Funded Projects



ÅInform funding 

opportunities

ÅAddress widespread 

health conditions and 

challenges

ÅHighlight evidence gaps to 

improve health outcomes 

and patient care
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The Research Project Agenda Guides the Development 
of Near -Term Focused Funding Opportunities

Topic Themes
PCORϥɅS RESEARCH PROJECT AGENDA TOPϥC THEMES

Cancer
Digital 
Health

Promote
Health &
Prevent 
Disease

Managing
Pain

Maternal
Morbidity &
Mortality

Mental &
Behavioral
Health

Metabolic &
Endocrine
Health

Substance
Use

Intellectual &
Development
al 
Disabilities

Sensory

Health

Rare 

Disease



Research Funding Opportunities

2026 Funding Cycle LOI Deadlines

Cycle 1: Jan. 6  |  Cycle 2: Apr. 28  |  Cycle 3: Sept. 8

*All funds and timeline noted above are subject to change

Large, meritorious and 
innovative studies with 

some risks

Studies aligned with at 
least one of PCORϥɅs 

three funding 
categories, including 

PCORnet® studies

Stakeholder -driven 
topics, issues and 

questions of national 
significance

Development and 
validation of measures; 

development and 
testing of engagement 

techniques

Improve use of AI 
and ML, improve study 
design, support data 
research networks, 
ethical and human 
subject protections 

in CER

Science of 
Engagement

Phased Large Awards 
for Comparative 

Effectiveness 
Research

Broad Pragmatic 
Studies

Topic -Focused Methods

Up to $22M
(for feasibility and 

full -scale study phases)

1. Up to $5M
2. $5 to 12M
3. Up to $12M

Variable
1. Up to $1M
2. Up to $1.5M

Up to $750K



ÅCategory 3 to support PCORnet ® Studies

ÅStudies must:

ÅConduct PCORnet® Studies comparing at least two alternative approaches in alignment with one or 

more of PCORϥɅs stated topic themes

ÅInclude two or more clinical research networks

ÅShare study progress, performance metrics (e.g., days to IRB; number of days to first patient 

enrolled) monthly

ÅShare best practices at least annually with the Network (e.g., PCORnet ® Steering Committee), as 

outlined in additional PCORnet ® Study milestones

ÅUse the PCORnet resources to improve the efficiency of the patient -centered research conducted 

(e.g., PCORnet® Common Data Model, single IRB, engagement resources)

ÅNote: Category 1 and 2 applicants can still use PCORnet if they do not meet the requirements for 

Category 3
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Category 3 for PCORnet® Studies     
Broad Pragmatic Studies PFA 



PCORnet® Workshops

ÅOverview of PCORnet® and PCORI 
Requirements for Broad Pragmatic 
Studies Category 3:  PCORnet® Studies 
Applicant Workshop

ÅTaking the Next Step With PCORnet®: A 
Deep Dive Into the PCORnet Network, 
Common Data Model and Engagement 
Resources
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View recording on our website

View recording on our website

View recording on our website

View recording on our website

https://www.pcori.org/events/2023/cycle-3-2023-overview-pcornetr-and-pcori-requirements-broad-pragmatic-studies-category-3-pcornet-studies-applicant-workshop
https://www.pcori.org/events/2023/taking-next-step-pcornetr-deep-dive-pcornet-network-common-data-model-and-engagement-resources


Sign up to receive our weekly email 
newsletter and alerts about:

ÅFunding opportunities

ÅResults from our funded research

ÅWebinars, meetings and events

ÅOur new strategic initiatives and more!

PCORI.org/Subscribe
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Stay Connected

Looking To Stay Current on 
All Things PCORI?

@PCORI

/PCORI

PCORI

@PCORI_ORG

@PCORINews

Join the Conversation



PCORnet®:
An Overview 

t/hwƴŜǘϯ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ-centered health research, particularly comparative 
clinical effectiveness research (CER), by providing a large, highly representative network of health data, research expertise, and patient 
insights. PCORnet has been developed with funding from the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute® (PCORI®). 

Updated 
February 2026
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The Landscape 
T֙op four areas account for 71% of all trials.  

IQVIA Institute Global Trends in R&D 2025 2025 May NIH Pragmatic Clinical Trials Collaboratory (J. Spaeder) 
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Top issues impacting academic, health system, and community hospital research sites  

From: WCG Clinical 2024 Clinical Research Site Challenges Survey Report

Top issues impacting ability to conduct research Reported start-up timelines



14 14

Accelerating research in academic settings 
Contracting timelines

Parallel processing suprior to sequential, minimal 
viable language and acceptance 

Cost and efficiency

Appropriate value for expense 

Prioritization

Availability of Principle Investigators 
and incentivization 

IRB staffing and responsiveness

Sufficiency of expertise, availability, and focus

Intellectual property

Signfiicant divergence with non-academic 
sites

2025 May NIH Pragmatic Clinical Trials Collaboratory (J. Spaeder) 
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One PCORnet® τ Many Possibilities
PCORnet is a national resource, funded by PCORI, that enables 
insights from high-quality health data, patient partnership, and 
research expertise to deliver fast, trustworthy answers that 
advance health outcomes.

Research Powered by PCORnet®
ÅReal-world evidence studies
ÅComparative clinical effectiveness research
ÅPopulation health research
ÅPragmatic research
ÅHealth systems research
ÅImplementation science research
ÅAnd more

What Gaps Can PCORnet Fill? 

More Thana DataNetwork
Accessto patient partnersandthousands of clinicianswith
expertknowledgeof PCORnet-enableddata=meaningful
research targetsandfasteranswers.

Providersand 
researchers

EHRs, claims, and 
patient-reported data

Patients,caregivers, 
andadvocates

With built-in 
national collaboration, 
PCORnet functions as a 

learning health system to 
help researchers generate  

answers to advance 
health outcomes.
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PCORnet® Clinical Research Network Locations

What areClinical
ResearchNetworks?

Å Healthcare institutions 
from large academic health 
centers to local community 
clinics across the U.S.

Å Committed to speed 
patient-centered research 
via PCORnet

16
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PCORnet® Clinical Research Network Locations
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REACHnet
61.Baylor Scott & White Health (BSWH) 
62.DHR Health Institute for Research and Development 
63.Louisiana Public Health Institute
64.Ochsner Health 
65.Ochsner LSU Health Shreveport 
66.Sutter Health 
67.Tulane Medical Center 
68.LCMC Health
69.University of California, San Francisco 

STAR
70.Duke University (CC) 
71.Essentia Health 
72.Mayo Clinic 
73.Medical University of South Carolina 
74.Meharry Medical College 
75.Stanford University School of Medicine 
76.University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
77.Vanderbilt University Medical Center (CC)
78.Wake Forest University School of Medicine

ADVANCE
1. Fenway Health 
2. Health Choice Network 
3. OCHIN 
4. Oregon Health & Science 

University Hospital System 
5. The University of Washington 

GPC
6. Allina Health 
7. Intermountain Healthcare 
8. Marshfield Clinic Research Institute 
9. Medical College of Wisconsin 
10.University of California, Davis
11.University of California, Los Angeles 
12.University of Iowa Healthcare 
13.University of Kansas Hospital 
14.University of Missouri 
15.University of Nebraska 

Medical Center 
16.University of Texas Health 

Science Center at Houston 
17.University of Utah Health 
18.UT Southwestern Medical Center 
19.Washington University in St. Louis 

INSIGHT
20.Columbia University Irving 

Medical Center  
21.Houston Methodist 
22.Montefiore Einstein  
23.Mount Sinai Health System  
24.New York University Langone Health 
25.New York-Presbyterian 
26.Stony Brook Medicine 
27.Weill Cornell Medicine 

OneFlorida+
28.AdventHealth Orlando 
29.Bond Community Health Center, Inc. 
30.Emory University 
31.Florida Medicaid 
32.Jackson Health System 
33.bƛŎƪƭŀǳǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ όb/Iύ 
34.Orlando Health 
35.Tallahassee Memorial Healthcare and Capital Health Plan 
36.University of Alabama at Birmingham 
37.University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 
38.University of California, Irvine 
39.University of Florida and University of Florida Health 
40.University of Miami and UHealth 
41.University of Minnesota 
42.University of South Florida and Tampa General Hospital

PaTH
43.Boston Medical Center 
44.Geisinger  
45.Johns Hopkins University 
46.Ohio State University 
47.Rush University Medical Center 
48.Temple University 
49.University of Michigan 
50.University of Pittsburgh 

PEDSnet
51./ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 
52./ƛƴŎƛƴƴŀǘƛ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 
53./ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 
54.[ǳǊƛŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 
55.bŀǘƛƻƴǿƛŘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 
56.bŜƳƻǳǊǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ 
57.{ŜŀǘǘƭŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

Institute 
58.Stanford Children's Health 
59.¢ŜȄŀǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 
60.¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ 

Philadelphia (CC)
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Scope of PCORnet-Accessible Data
PCORnet represents data from everyday health care encounters with more than 47 million people 
annually across the U.S., enabling large-scale, innovative, patient-centered health research.

*The data density map illustrates single 
addresses that are associated with individual 
PCORnet® Network Partner encounters.
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The PCORnet® Common Data Model
To be useful, data have to be standardized across systems. Frequent data curation and a single 
language enabled by the PCORnet® Common Data Model (CDM) deliver fast insights.

Demographics Diagnoses Procedures

Vital 
Signs

Clinical 
Observations

Labs

MedicationOrders
& Administrations

Immunizations       TumorRegistry       Biosamples

Social 
Determinants 

of Health

Patient-Generated 
Data

Genomic 
Results

Patient-Reported 
Outcomes

NaturalLanguage 
ProcessingDerivedConcepts

Data from PCORnet® Clinical 
Research Networks available in 

the PCORnet® CDM and ready for 
use in research

Data available at some PCORnet® Clinical 
Research Networks that may not be in the 

PCORnet® CDM and require additional work 
for use in research

Ready for Research Available, But Still Evolving
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Work with 
PCORnet®

20
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Learn More
About the
FrontDoor
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! άƪƴƻŎƪέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ PCORnet®Front Door can support:

The PCORnet® Front Door
The access point for PCORnet resources and services

DATA NETWORK REQUEST

ÅGet data insights from PCORnet® 
Clinical Research Networks

ÅObtain aggregated results for 
informing research project 
development

STUDY DESIGN

Preliminary data for proposals, 
effect sizes, and potential 
study power

CONNECTIONS TO NETWORK 
COLLABORATORS

ÅPartners to co-design research

ÅPeople with specific expertise

PCORnet® STUDY SUPPORT

Deeper partnership with PCORnet 
provides access to best practice sharing, 
patient engagement, and transparent 
quality improvement initiatives

https://pcornet.org/front-door/
https://pcornet.org/front-door/
https://pcornet.org/front-door/
https://pcornet.org/front-door/
https://pcornet.org/front-door/
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ResearchUsingPCORnet®
AVettedNationalResourceto DeliverFast,Trustworthy 
AnswersThatAdvanceHealthOutcomes

Numbersreflect 2015-2026,exceptfor 

PCORnet®Front Door requestswhichare 
from November2018- February2026.

1805
PCORnet®Front
DoorRequests

1074
Publicationsabout 
ResearchPowered 

by PCORnet®

325
FundedStudies

$1B+
Research
Funding

62
PCORnet®Studies
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What is a PCORnet®Study?

PCORnet®Studiesrepresenta deeplevelof partnershipto advance 
patient-centeredcomparativeclinicaleffectivenessresearchandother 
national-scaleresearch.

PCORnet®Studiesarecommitted to:

1. Collaboratingwith two ormorePCORnet®ClinicalResearch 
Networks(CRNs)

2. Ensuringparticipantsandpatientsareengagedthroughoutthe 
project lifecycle

3. Broadlydisseminatingfindingsandreturningstudyresultsto 
participants

4. Sharingstudyprogress,performancemetrics,andbest practiceswith
the networkregularly

5. Leveragingthe PCORnet®CommonDataModelasappropriate

6. ResearchpoweredbyPCORnet®includesPCORnet®Studiesand 
other researchconductedusingPCORnetdataresources

62
PCORnet®Studies

196+
PCORnet®Study

Publications

$703M
PCORnet®Study 

Funding
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ThePCORnetinfrastructuresupportsresearchfrom avarietyof
fundersincluding,but not limited, to PCORI.

Multi-Sector Funding for Research Using PCORnet®

Multi -SectorFundingfor ResearchUsingPCORnet®

ResearchstudiesusingPCORnetfunded amount=$1,177,860,685.N=325 

Datais self-reported from PCORnet®Network Partners.

Dataasof February10, 2026

Federal N=164,$595,289,535

PCORIN=65,$497,828,023

IndustryN=40,$67,541,406 
Academic PartnerN=39,$13,146,464 
FoundationN=16,$3,875,257
PrivateDonorN=1,$180,000
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Therapeutic Areas Researched in PCORnet® Studies

Data as of February 5, 2026
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Research in PCORnet®
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ÅMaterialsdevelopedusingPCORnetaresharedto promotelessonslearnedand best practices in the 
Knowledge Repository located in the Resources section ofPCORnet.org.

ÅResourcesaresortedbyResearch,Data,andEngagementandsearchablebykeyword. Theyinclude
engagementcasestudies, layaudienceglossaries, the PCORnet® CommonDataModel, andmore.

PCORnet Resources

Research
Explore innovative tools and 

models that can be used 
throughout every stage of your 

research project τ from 
generation of a hypothesis to 

disseminating results.

Data
Improve the quantity and quality 
of data used in your study with 
innovative resources and tools.

Engagement
Search best practices for engaging 

a variety of stakeholders 
throughout the research process. 

Engagement means active 
involvement of all stakeholders.

https://pcornet.org/resources/
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PCORnet® Playbook
Your guide to using PCORnet for patient-centered research

Through this resource, you will learn:

How to use PCORnet resources to find fast, trustworthy 
answers to patient-centered health research questions.

How to design high-quality, large-scale research projects 
using PCORnet services, including engagement, data, and 
outreach support.

What to expect when collaborating with 
PCORnet®Network Partners.

Get started at pcornet.org/pcornet-playbook
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PCORnet Efficiencies  

ÅPCORnet Common Data Model

ÅPCORnet Common Engagement Model

ÅResearch Readiness Coordinators 

ÅData Flow Templates

ÅPCORnet Master Clinical Research Collaboration Agreement

ÅPCORnet Master Data Sharing Agreement

ÅReliance on Single IRB and Commercial IRB

ÅGOAL:  Start-up in 90 Days!
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Common Misperceptions
Does PCORnet = PCORI? 
No! PCORI provides funding to support the infrastructure of PCORnet but does not dictate the operations of PCORnet.  
The sites and staff that support PCORnet do not represent PCORI. 

Can only PCORnet Members conduct research using PCORnet? 
No! PCORnet is a national resource available to anyone. 

Is PCORnet research funded only by PCORI?  
No! Research leveraging PCORI can be funded by PCORI, NIH, Industry, Foundations, etc. 

Does a PCORnet® Study have to leverage electronic health data?  
No!  A study may be a PCORnet® Study if it utilizes at least two PCORnet® CRNs and embraces elements of patient 
engagement. Utilization of electronic health record data is not a requirement.



SUBSCRIBE
to the PCORnet newsletter

FOLLOW
PCORnetwork on LinkedIn

@PCORnetwork on X

Connect with 
PCORnet LEARN MORE ABOUT

the PCORnet® Front Door

https://pcornet.org/newsletter/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pcornetwork
https://twitter.com/pcornetwork?lang=en
https://pcornet.org/front-door/
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STAR Clinical Research Network 
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CDM Production Table  ˾
Cycle 17_1 Data Curation v6.10

Site Sites in CDM Patients in CDM
Encounters in 

CDM 
CDM Dates

Production  CDM 
Refresh Rate*

Vanderbilt Vanderbilt University Health System 3,069,955 64,006,045 01/01/2009 ς 10/31/2024
Quarterly update

Mayo Clinic
Mayo Clinic Rochester/Florida/Arizona,

Mayo Clinic Health System
3,497,878 106,414,068 01/01/2010 ς 08/31/2024 Quarterly update

UNC at Chapel Hill UNC Health Care System 5,057,689 240,042,991 06/01/2004 ς 04/05/2024 Quarterly update

Duke University Duke University 3,537,891 105,990,063 01/01/2005 ς03/31/2025 Quarterly update

MUSC MUSC Health 2,121,842 26,079,960 07/01/2014ς 03/31/2025 Quarterly update

Meharry Medical College Meharry Medical College & 
Nashville General Hospital

446,656 2,446,475
01/01/2004 ς 02/28/2025 Quarterly update

Wake Forest Baptist Health Wake Forest Health Systems 6,581,929 277,608,978 01/01/2007 - 02/28/2025 Quarterly update

Essentia Essentia Health 1,445,603 72,705,386 01/01/2012 ς 04/01/2025 Quarterly update

Stanford Stanford Health Care 2,596,473 136,142,844 01/01/2012 - 09/09/2024 Quarterly update

* Production tables are updated after data characterizations have been approved by the Coordinating Center
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STAR Advisory Council

Å(3) Attended 9/11/25 PaTH Roadshow 

Å(2) Patient Partners will attend 2025 PCORI Annual 
Meeting in D.C. 

ÅIn the process of completing the PCORnet 2025 
annual engagement survey for patient partners

ÅProvided feedback on PCORI grant proposals and 
study materials
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STAR Engagement Team

ÅOnboarded (1) new Essentia SET member

Å(2) attending the 2025 PCORI Annual Meeting

ÅDeveloped a STAR Intake Engagement Plan 
Checklist

ÅCompleted the 2025 PCORnet Annual 
Engagement Evaluations for CRNs

ÅContinue to collaborative across CRNs and 
PCORnet.
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STAR CRN Collaboration Requests֙STAR has received ~510 requests and participated in >120 funded studies!

֙Includes funding from NIH, PCORI, Industry, CDC, etc.
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Å Living with HIV (Bloomfield)
ÅRELIANCE (Krishnan)
ÅPREVENTABLE (Alexander)
ÅODYSSEY (George)
ÅSafety of Rheum Drugs (Curtis)
ÅSISTER Study (Miller-Hughes)
ÅMed Weight (Block)
ÅHERO (Hernandez)
ÅPKIDS (Forrest)
ÅNET-PRO (O'Rorke/Chrischilles)
ÅPANDA (Merkel/Chen)
ÅPRESERVE (Forrest)
ÅLennox-Gastaut (Rosenman, Berg, Lam)
ÅTEAMS-BP (Bushnell)
ÅPRECIDENTD (Wexler)

ÅAdvanced HF (Dunlay)
ÅRECOVER (Kaushal, Forrest)
ÅDe-implementation of inappropriate thyroid 

ultrasound (Brito)
ÅRESTORE (Saag)
ÅcvMobius2 (Shah)  
ÅGene ILD (Swaminathan)
ÅOBERON (Snyder/Mosher)
ÅUSDHub (Hsi)
ÅAVW vs GRACE (Ritchie)
ÅCarvTop-ICD (Aktas)
ÅCODA (Rothman)
ÅHypertension Guidelines (Tedla)
ÅCISTEM2 (Dharnidharka)
ÅBreathe Trial (Casey)
ÅCNS Meds (Pavon)
ÅThriving Hearts (Stuebe)
ÅDOMINO (Maciejewski)
ÅHodgkins Lymphoma (Mailhot)

Å Dart (Flory/Ancker)
ÅCOMPARE (Kappelman)
ÅRADx HCV (Aparicio, Lai, Fleurence)
ÅTRUST (Brown/Schnarrs)
ÅRSI Trial (Semler/Han)
ÅMASLD (Poynard)
ÅT2T (Pagidipati)
ÅThe Dose Trial (Heerman)
ÅMeasurement Matters (Cohen)
ÅTHINK TTP (Onwuemene)
ÅAPT Comparison (Schwedt/VanderPluym)
ÅImprove identification of patients with rare or 

underdiagnosed diseases (Hermann)
ÅAdv PH use of electronic health records 

(Block)
ÅUrogynCREST(Amundsen/Jelovsek)
ÅED Visits (Schroeder/White)
ÅCDM Enhancement (Kripalani)
ÅTech Enhancement (Lenert)
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STAR Engagement in PCORnet Designated Studies

37

Study Title Funder Lead PI

ADAPTABLE PCORI Jones [Duke]

HF Outcomes PCORI Bachmann [VUMC]

TEAMS BP PCORI Bushnell [Wake]

COMPARE PCORI Kappelman [UNC]

GREENLIGHT PLUS PCORI Heerman [VUMC]

THINK-TTP PCORI Onwuemene [Duke]

USDHub NIH Hsi [VUMC]

CODA NIH Rothman [VUMC]

BREATHE Trial PCORI Casey [VUMC]

APT Comparison Study PCORI Schwedt [Mayo]

Greenlight Extension 
Study

PCORI Heerman [VUMC]

Dose Study PCORI Heerman [VUMC]

Study Title Funder Lead PI

PREVENTABLE NIH Alexander [Duke]

NET-PRO PCORI O'Rorke/Chrischilles [GPC/UIowa]

PRECIDENTD NIH Wexler/Everett [Brigham]

COVID-19 Opiod OD crisis NIDA Cerda [NYU]

RECOVER NIH Kaushal/Forrest [Cornell/CHOP]

LGS PCORI Rosenman/Lam [Lurie Children's]

BACK-OFF JSpA PCORI Weiss [CHOP]

TEST 2 TREAT AMGEN Pagidipati [Duke/DCRI]

RESTORE PCORI Saag [UAB]

IRIS-CKD BAYER Pagidipati [Duke/DCRI]

Achieving Equity: CHD/NDDs PCORI John [CHOP]

ODYSSEY RCC PFIZER George [DCRI]

cvMOBIUS2 AMGEN Shah [DCRI]

Measurement Matters PCORI Cohen [UMass Boston]

ACTIV-6 NIH Hernandez/Self/Lindsell/Collins/Rothman

BASICS NIH/NCI Courcoulas/McTigue [UCSF]

PANDA NIH Yeng, Merkel [UPenn]

CISTEM-2 NIH Axelrod [Iowa]

STAR Led PDS STAR Supported PDS
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PRECIDENTD Study
P֙CORI PLACER Award ($22M)

L֙eadership
ÅPIs: Wexler and Everett (MGB)

ÅRecruitment and Data Support (PCORnet 
CC, S. Jones (Duke))

ÅEngagement (Mayberry, Nelson, 
Rothman (VUMC))

P֙ragmatic RCT of 6,000 patients 
with T2DM and CAD/elevated CV 
risk randomized to GLP1ra vs 
SGLT2i for prevention of CV disease 
and renal disease

8֙ Vanguard Sites including Duke, 
VUMC, MUSC, Essentia

Site Screened* Randomized Screen Failed Pending
Days Since Last 

Screened

Days Since Last 

Randomized

Total 2305 816 (18, 67) 1404 (4, 36) 85 (23, 38) 0 0

Columbia 83 16 (0, 2) 64 (0, 0) 3 (1, 1) 0 11

Johns Hopkins 35 23 (0, 0) 11 (0, 0) 1 (0, 0) 225 208

MUSC 439 130 (1, 4) 298 (0, 3) 11 (1, 1) 1 5

Duke 151 123 (1, 6) 17 (0, 0) 11 (0, 0) 8 6

Vanderbilt 474 31 (0, 2) 437 (0, 7) 6 (0, 1) 12 12

Missouri 107 17 (0, 0) 86 (0, 0) 4 (0, 0) 274 250

MCW 188 64 (1, 3) 119 (1, 1) 5 (3, 5) 0 4

Essentia 342 153 (4, 11) 179 (2, 9) 10 (4, 9) 0 0

(#,#) Number changed since the past seven days, and since the past thirty days

ϝέ{ŎǊŜŜƴŜŘέ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ Řǳŀƭ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŎŜ

39

Enrollment Numbers (As of 8/5/2025)
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Questions

41



Community Engagement 
via PCORnet®
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Engaged Communities Drive 
Better, Faster Research

άDƻƻŘstudiesconsiderall relevantevidence τ 
andnoevidenceismorerelevant than the
communityŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ

τPCORnet®Steering CommitteeMember

Support 

with patient 
recruitment

Feedback to 
lessen study 

burden on 
participants

Best tactics  to 
disseminate

research
findings

Insights to 

help reach 
populations

of interest

Advice  for 
meaningful 
endpoints

Context 
 of lived

experience²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ǿŜ ƳŜŀƴ ōȅ άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎέΚ
ÅPatients and caregivers,

engaging as coequal collaborators with health 
professionals

ÅClinicians/Clinic Staff

ÅInsurers

ÅPolicymakers

ÅOthers
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֙The PCORnet® Common Engagement Model 
(PCORnet® CEM) encompasses the minimal 
expectations for patient and other partner 
engagement in PCORnet research and 
governance.

֙This gives patients and other community partners 
a seat at the table in every PCORnet® Study so 
they can engage as coequal collaborators with 
investigators and the study team.

֙Studies that engage patient partners have 
demonstrated the power of PCORnet to improve 
research questions, quality, and results.

PCORnet® Common Engagement Model
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Applying the PCORnet® CEM

A set of components for meaningfully 
engaging partners in research supported
by PCORnet

֙PCORnet® Studies have an engagement plan 
that addresses each element of the 
PCORnet® CEM.

֙Each research study is uniqueτapproaches 
will vary.

֙Contact the PCORnet® Front Door to request 
consultation about how to apply the CEM in 
your study. 
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֙Plan for Meaningful Engagement
Determine strategy for how patients, caregivers,
and other partners will contribute ς regularly and 
substantively ς to the research.

֙±ŀƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ wŜǎǇŜŎǘ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ ¢ƛƳŜ
wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛΦŜΦΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ 
payment process that compensate partners for 
their time.

֙Define Partnership and Power-sharing
Clearly described roles allow partners to 
participate in leadership discussions and decision 
making.

Components of the PCORnet® CEM
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֙Develop Process to Engage Partners
There are many ways to include partners and 
activities may vary across studies and throughout 
the course of a study.

I֙dentify Partner Impact
Communicate to partners which elements of the 
study the partners can help improve or change.

֙9ǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ
Listen to patient partners and collaborate to 
improve the engagement experience.

Components of the PCORnet® CEM
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STAR Engagement Operations Team
Office of Community Health & Engagement

Vanderbilt University Medical Center
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Partnering with STAR CRN 
Engagement in Research





Mechanism What it does Examples

Review Improve engagement plans and materialsSTAR CRN Front Door intake (preferred)

Connect Match investigators with patient partners For advisory, co-investigation, feedback, 
dissemination roles

Convene Create structured spaces for dialogue Bimonthly SAC meetings where investigators 
present and solicit input



Engagement 
can take place 
at all  levels of 
research.Provide input on interpreting 

findings, including suggesting 
alternative explanations or 
perspectives

Identify and prioritize topics based 
on relevance, urgency, and real-
world applicability

Ensure the conceptual framework is 
logically sound by considering 
potential confounders and confirming 
the importance of identified variables

Provide input on data collection 
methods and assist in selecting 
appropriate data sources

Dissemination

Research
Question

Design

Analysis

Implementation

Communicate results effectively to 
diverse audiences

Collaborating with the STAR Engagement Team  



Engagement Plan Review: Our team aims to ensure strong and 
meaningful engagement in STAR studies



We invite patient partners to assess the 
person-centeredness of studies

Wilkins et al. Development and validation of the Person-π/ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ {ŎŀƭŜΦ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƻŦ /ƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ 9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ wesearch 2018 https:// doi.org/10.2217/cer-πнлму-πллпс

https://doi.org/10.2217/cer-­‐2018-­‐0046
https://doi.org/10.2217/cer-­‐2018-­‐0046
https://doi.org/10.2217/cer-­‐2018-­‐0046
https://doi.org/10.2217/cer-­‐2018-­‐0046
https://doi.org/10.2217/cer-­‐2018-­‐0046
https://doi.org/10.2217/cer-­‐2018-­‐0046
https://doi.org/10.2217/cer-­‐2018-­‐0046
https://doi.org/10.2217/cer-­‐2018-­‐0046


STAR Engagement Resources 

https://pcornet.org/resources/ 

https://starcrn.org/partners/ 

https://pcornet.org/resources/
https://starcrn.org/partners/


Adrian Hernandez MD MHS
Vice Dean and Executive Director, Duke Clinical Research Institute
PI, Coordinating Center for PCORnet®

Russell Rothman MD MPP
Director, Vanderbilt Institute for Population and Public Health
PI, STAR Clinical Research Network

Leveraging PCORnet® for Trials and Cohort Studies



Arrive at Valid 
Answers

ÁEfficient supporting of quality by design

ÁScientifically valid answers

ÁRegulatory acceptance

Access 
Quality Data

ÁReal-world data sources

ÁLeveraging routine clinical data 

ÁIntegration of disparate data sources

Pragmatic Clinical Research Benefits

Streamline 
Operations

ÁIncreased efficiency

ÁTechnological solutions for data capture

ÁRefined approach to adjudication 

Reduce
Burden

ÁIncorporated into routine care

ÁEnhanced enrollment

ÁOptimized site visits



A Changed World of Possibilities: Pre-COVID to Post-COVID

Pre-COVID-19: 

Site based visits & care

Possibilities:  

Home based visits & care

https://ctti-clinicaltrials.org/our-work/digital-health-trials/running-a-decentralized-trial/



A Changed World of Possibilities: Pre-COVID to Post-COVID
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https://ctti-clinicaltrials.org/our-work/digital-health-trials/running-a-decentralized-trial/




